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AMEMBASSY MADRID 

SECRET MILAN 758 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, IT 

SUBJECT: DISCUSSION WITH PCI CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 
ROME FOR BEAUDRY 

VIEWS OF PCI CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBER RINO SERRI, 

REGIONAL SECRETARY FOR VENICE ON ITALIAN ELECTIONS, 

E-W BALANCE, PORTUGEAL, YUGOSLAVIA, SPAIN & US. 

I CALLED AGAIN ON SERRI APRIL 16 FOR TOUR D'ORISON 

AND FOUND HIM QUITE CANDID, SELF CONFIDENT AND FRIENDLY 

ALTHOUGH RESTRAINED AND CORRECT. 

ELECTION OUTLOOK: CENTRAL COMMITTEE HAS JUST 

EXAMINED THE OUTLOOK AND CONCLUDES THE DC NOT LOSE MORE THAN 
ABOUT 2 PERCENTAGE POINTS NATIONALLY. LOCALLY DC LOSE ABOUT 2 
POINTS AND EXPECT PSI TO BE MAJOR GAINER WHILE PRI WILL ALSO 
GAIN. PLI OUTLOOK UNCERTAIN AND PSDI PROBABLY LOSE AS WILL MSI. 
PCI EXPECTS GAIN MOSTLY PSIUP VOTES ALTHOUGH IT WILL LOSE 
SOME ON LEFT TO EXTRA PARL AMENT ARI. PCI EXPECTS HOLD THIS LOSS TO 
MINOR PROPORTIONS BY STRESSING UNITY THEME. STILL, EXTREME 
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LEFT MIGHT PICK UP AS MUCH AS ONE CITY COUNCIL SEAT (OF 60). 
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DISMANTLEMENT OF CHRISTMAS 1974 DEAL ON PCI SUPPORT FOR DC IN 
CITY COUNCIL NOT UNALLOYED LOSS. 

PCI NOW GOES INTO ELECTIONS WITH MERIT OF WILLINGNESS TO 
COOPERATE AND NO BLAME FOR SHORT COMMINGS OF CITY GOVERNMENT. 

AND IT IS POSITIONED FOR ENTRY TO COUNCIL AFTER ELECTIONS. 

SERRI SEES ONLY TWO CHOICES: PCI-PSI-PRI MAJORITY OF ABOUT 
31-32 SEATS (WHICH HE OPPOSES), 

OR DC-PCI PSI MAJORITY OF CLOSER TO 50 WHICH HE FAVORS. NO 
OTHER ARITHMETIC POSSIBLE, HE SAYS. IN EITHER CASE, EXPECTS PCI IN 
VENICE CITY GOVERNMENT AFTER ELECTIONS. AS FOR SPATE OF POSTERS 
LOCALLY CALLING FOR OUTLAWING NEO-FASCISTS, SERRI SAID PCI 
TOTALLY OPPOSED TO THIS EXTREME LEFT GROUP MOVE. ONCE PROCESS OF 
OUTLAWING PARTIES BEGINS, NO ONE COULD SAY WHERE IT WOULD STOP 
AND THERE NO WAY TO MAKE IT REALLY STICK ANYWAY. 

INTERNATIONAL: 

VIETNAM DEBACLE IS PLUS FACTOR ELECTORALLY FOR PCI JUST AS 
PORTUGUAL IS MINUS. VIETNAM DIMINISHES CONFIDENCE IN NON-PC 
PARTIES. SERRI SAID HE WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED WERE US TO 
INTERVENE IN VIETNAM IN VIEW OF PROPORTIONS OF SETBACK. 

BUT, HE THOUGHT IT WAS ALL OVER BUT FOR THE SHOUTING. NOW THE 
US WOULD HAVE TO CREATE A NEW POLICY FOR SE ASIA - AND QUICKLY. 

I TOLD HIM THAT SEEMED TO ME PCI HAD AS MUCH TO LOSE AS US IN 
MAJOR US SET BACK SINCE PCI AND PCF HAD BEEN ABLE BECOME MASS 
PARTIES ONLY IN CLIMATE OF DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS PERMITTED 
BY US DEFENSE OF W. EUROPE. EITHER SOVIET DOMINENCE OF WEST EUROPE 
OR PUBLIC REACTION TO SUCH A THREAT WOULD DESTROY MASS PC PARTIES. 
SERRI SAID HE AGREED. IN FACT BF.RT .INGUERS TRIP 
TO YUGOSLAVIA WAS A MARK OF THE PCI CONCERN 

THAT YUGOSLAVIA SHOULD REMAIN INDEPENDENT OF THE USSR POST TITO. 

PCI WAS DEEPLY COMMITTED TO EQUIBLARIUM CONCEPT. RECENT NATIONAL 
CONGRESS HAD CONFIRMED BERLINGUER POSITION OF NO UNILATERAL 
ITALIAN WITHDRAWAL FROM NATO AS ANY 

SUCH MOVE WOULD JEOPARDIZE EXISTING EAST- WEST BALANCE WHICH WAS SINE 
QUO NOW FOR DETENTE. 

IN PORTUGUAL, PCI OPPOSED EFFORT LIMIT DEMOCRATIC PROCESS. 

FROM CONTACT WITH PARTY COMRADES, EXPECT PC PORGUGUAL TO GET 
ABOUT 15 0/0 OF VOTE AND REMAIN ABOUT THIS LEVEL OF INFLUENCE. 
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THAT ASSUMED THAT ARMY DID NOT STAGE COUNTER COUP SINCE IT HAD 
REAL MONOPLY OF POWER AND THAT PORTUGUESE DID NOT PUSH ANTI 
NATO POSITION WHICH WOULD PRECIPTATE US INTERVENTION. SERRI SAID 
US SHOULD RE-EXAMINE ITS NEGATIVE POLICY TOWARD PC. 

WE SHOULD RECOGNIZE PC AS STABLIZING FACTOR. THIS PARTICULARLY 
IMPORTANT WITH REGARD TO SPAIN. TIME RAPIDLY APPROACHING WHEN 
POWER THERE WILL BE UP FOR GRABS AND PCS WILL BE MAJOR FORCE. 

PCI VERY CLOSE TO SPANISH PARTY WITH WHICH IT IN CLOSEST AGREEMENT 
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OF ANY OTHER COMMUNIST PARTY ABOUT PROPER POLICY. FINA 
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